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Mantas Valentukonis (b. 1998) is a young generation painter, in whose 

canvases the spaces of reality and digitality overlap. The matrixes of realism and 

virtuality in Mantas’ works are in a certain sense in conflict – the planes of the 

picture that often collide are separated by different painting techniques, thus 

highlighting the visual and conceptual difference between the two. However, the 

figures seen in the canvases are almost always digital, not belonging to the realm 

of physical reality alone. Such play of vital and non-vital elements of the picture 

seems to create a transductive relationship – transferring information of a 

different nature between the selected motifs. The narrative of the painting that 

emerges from this relationship also includes at least two different planes – the 

one of digitality and one of the reality. The interplay of pictorial intimacy and 

digital anonymity in the artist’s canvases also determines the duality of the 

depicted characters: they are neither purely physical, nor technical, neither real, 

nor virtual, nor completely original, nor reproduced, and the viewer is given the 

pleasure of recognizing that what causes admiration, is merely an illusionistic 

visual effect, the artificiality of the artificial. By experimenting with different 

media and technologies, such as image processing programs, computer games, 

CGI, photogrammetry or augmented reality, the artist searches for visual 

language as a work of art.

Mantas Valentukonis graduated from the Kaunas Faculty of the Vilnius 

Academy of Arts in 2023. His work has been exhibited in solo and group 

exhibitions such as Dymaxion at KKKC, Klaipėda (2025), From Within at MO 

museum, Vilnius (2024-2025), Zabolis Art Prize 2025 finalists’ exhibition at 

Titanic Exhibition Hall, Vilnius (2025), Intermediate Glooms at Meno parkas 

gallery, Kaunas (2025), Apparitions at Drifts gallery, Vilnius (2024, solo), 

JCDecaux Award 2024: fall at Sapieha Palace, Vilnius (2024), The Lithuanian 

Artists’ Association Quadrennial „LTQ’23: Communities“ at Arka gallery, 

Vilnius (2023), Drifts at Drifts, Vilnius (2022), Younger Painter Prize 

finalists’ exhibition at Radvila Palace, Vilnius (2022), Other energy, curated by 

Andrius Zakarauskas at Energy and Technology Museum, Vilnius (2022), 

Counter-argument V at Meno Parkas gallery in Kaunas (2022), etc. 

In 2025, Valentukonis was awarded 2nd place in Zabolis Art Prize. 



Exhibition view : Dymaxion, KKKC, Klaipėda, 2025

Photo by : Laurynas Skeisgiela



Mantas Valentukonis

Ghost Flowers, 2025

Ink, oil on canvas

210 x 150 cm

Price: 3 800 eur



The installation reflects on the children’s ritual “Panatchka 

Pamerla” – a Slavic version of “Light as a Feather, Stiff as a 

Board” that persisted in Soviet bloc countries despite the 

official atheist ideology.

Although scientific atheism was systematically promoted in 

the Soviet Union and religious institutions were actively 

persecuted, such ritual practices survived underground—

especially within children’s games, summer camps, and 

local communities. With the rise of the internet, these 

practices migrated to online forums.

This collective act of levitation and imitation of death, 

passed down through oral tradition, functioned as an 

informal yet structured ritualistic game—where spiritual 

ideas were concealed beneath the guise of play.

The work is also inspired by Ukrainian writer Nikolai 

Gogol’s short story Viy (1835) and its 1967 film adaptation, 

where the figure of the dead young woman (панночка) 

emerges as a liminal being between life and death. Though 

fictional, she is deeply embedded in the collective 

imagination. In the installation, this state materializes 

physically—somewhere between body, object, and ghostly, 

undefined space.

Ghost flowers—Monotropa uniflora—serve here as a 

metaphor for digital technologies, which, like the plant 

itself, exist in the shadows: they harbor the spectral 

remnants of folklore and enable their reappearance—

through a new form of haunting.



Mantas Valentukonis

Angels Egg, 2025. Diptych

Oil on canvas

96 x  55 cm (each)

Price: 1 800 eur



Mantas Valentukonis, 

Apparition 1, 2025

Oil on canvas

24 x 18 cm

Price: 500 eur

Mantas Valentukonis, 

Apparition 2, 2025

Oil on canvas

24 x 18 cm

Price: 500 eur



Mantas Valentukonis

White Apple Tree, 2025

Oil on canvas

90 x 70 cm

Price: 1 400 eur



Mantas Valentukonis

 The void, 2025

 Oil on canvas

 80 x 60 cm

Price: 1 400 eur



Mantas Valentukonis

Nebula I, 2025

Oil on canvas

120 x 120 cm

Price: 1 800 eur



Deividas Valentukonis, Mantas Valentukonis 

Lady Died, 2025 

Video installation

2.19



Mantas Valentukonis

Azure (Sky) I & II, 2025. Diptych

Oil on canvas

210 x 150 cm

Price: 5 600 eur



Like a sunset, but also like hell – in the form of

apocalyptic anxiety. The motif is taken from a 2000s issue

of the magazine “Paslaptys” (Secrets), when New Age

spirituality, accompanied by promises of ghosts, spirit

channels, telepathy, and the technological matrix, seemed

to flood into the post-Soviet atheist mentality together

with the internet.

The juxtaposition of paradise and hell reminds me of the

technique of transillumination used in the restoration of

paintings, when works illuminated with UV light glow in

fluorescent reds, greens, and blues, thereby revealing the

dead layers of the image.

This opposition of dichotomies has been used more than

once – for example, in Aldous Huxley’s “The Doors of

Perception & Heaven and Hell”, which explores zones of

consciousness altered by hallucinogens. It builds a bridge

of thought toward the manuscript discovered by the

Polish-Lithuanian W. Voynich, attributed to the

Renaissance, with its illustrations of more than two

hundred otherworldly plants.



Mantas Valentukonis

Ghost Glovewort, 2025

Oil on canvas

150 x 120 cm

Price: 2 200 eur



Mantas Valentukonis

Hellscape, 2025

Oil on canvas

240 x 200 cm

Price: 3 600 eur



Mantas Valentukonis

Apparation, 2025

Ink, oil on canvas

210 x 150 cm

Price: 3 800 eur





Exhibition view : From Within, MO Museum, Vilnius, 2024-2025 

Photo by : Jonas Balsevičius 



Mantas Valentukonis

Man Eater, 2022

Acrylic, oil on canvas 

160 x 180 cm

Price :  3 000 eur



Exhibition view : Drifts. Srovės, Drifts gallery, Vilnius, 2022-2023 

Photo : Lukas Mykolaitis



Mantas Valentukonis

Déjà-vu (Reversed), 2024

Acrylic, ink, oil on canvas

160 x 180 cm

Price : 3 000 eur

With this work, Mantas was awarded 2nd place at the Zabolis Art Prize 2025





Exhibition view : Mantas Valentukonis, Apparitions, Drifts, Vilnius, 2024 

Photo by : Vaida Jonušytė 



Mantas Valentukonis

Seashell (Mermaid), 2024

Acrylic transfer, ink, oil on canvas

180 x 100 cm

Price : 2 200 eur (reserved)





Mantas Valentukonis

The Fiery Angel, 2024

Ink, oil on canvas

150 x 100 cm

Price : 1 800 eur

(with frames : 3 000 eur)







Mantas Valentukonis

Half Blood Princess Variation # 1, 2024

Acrylic transfer, ink, oil on canvas

30 x 24 cm

Price : 450 eur (with holders 550 eur)



Exhibition view : Mantas Valentukonis, Apparitions, Drifts, Vilnius, 2024 

Photo by : Vaida Jonušytė 



Mantas Valentukonis

Swarm - Inhale / Exhale, 2024

Acrylic transfer, ink, oil on canvas, video projection

150 x 100 cm

Price: 1 800 eur



Mantas Valentukonis

Swarm - Inhale / Exhale, 2024

150 x 100 cm

Without video projection 



Mantas Valentukonis

Day of Night, 2023

Acrylic, ink, oil on canvas

160 x 180 cm

Price : 3 000 eur



Mantas Valentukonis

Core #1, 2023

Oil, acrylic, ink on canvas

150 x 150 cm

Price : 2 500 eur



Mantas Valentukonis

Command_Expo, 2023. Triptych

Acrylic, ink, oil on canvas

180 x 120 (each)

Video projection. Installation view: Artists’ Union Quadrennial LTQ'23: 

Communities at Arka Gallery, Vilnius

Price : 5 000 eur



Thank you

Drifts gallery

T. Vrublevskio g. 6-2, Vilnius

Jolanta Laurent

jolanta@driftsgallery.com

Tel. nr. +370 634 75 059

Please find more information about Mantas’ work at :

Mantas Valentukonis - DRIFTS gallery

https://driftsgallery.com/mantas-valentukonis/
https://driftsgallery.com/mantas-valentukonis/
https://driftsgallery.com/mantas-valentukonis/
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