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AS taves nepazistu. Salia kuno randasi, raitosi snabzdancios ;’Eyryﬁés, neiskentusios mano
ay(aidumo jos sprogsta. Nusvitimas neivyﬁsm, bet ga[ﬁat ka tik _praregéjo didziulés baimés aéys?
Noréciau tave pa[iesti, bet atsitiktiniy minciy, patirciy, vaizdiniy formos ir siuzetai c[aﬁartyje dar
neegzistuoja. Suvalges mano mintis gromu(iuoji summﬁéjus;’ mefancﬁofijos, nosta(gijos,

skausmo ir neteisybés sugeneruotq vaizding. Sintetiniy siely suvestinéje éiuoyiamas naujas

mc[inys - XX1 a. monok%s, ng’autros optinis [gsis, per Eey’ausmes tecl#wfogines ir Eej’ausmés
sqmonés démes }Ja[ydintis iki taves. Prisilietimas tuoj jvyﬁs, susgpazvinéime.

Potépio fi(osqfo Manto Valentukonio praregéjimai ;’vyEsta kazkur tarp savotiskai brutalios
Kauno Silainiy gyvenamojo rajono panoramos ir paties menininko gyvenimo amfaﬁmis
maitinamo dirbtinio intelekto duomeny bazés. T arp ekrany romantigos ir monotoniskos pastaty
ritmikos gimsta minkstas, }a(astisvﬁas }Javeiﬁsfo yavirsﬁ’us, p[azaﬁmantys horizontai ir siuolaikinés
iﬁonogmﬁ jos mislés. Tt rapus sfvytéjimas kiiriniuose - [yg bacilos, kasdien ataﬁucjanéios mrusy
démesi. Ngsujarasi, jos traukia | ciurlioniskus laukus ar i vienatvés salcio, tustumos ir
susinaikinimo Eeafugng. Undiné, kriaukls, c[egantis cmge[as, pauﬁsvc”iai, syygfiai, atsiﬁartojantys,
Joiﬁsefiuoti prisiminimai - tai interpretaciniai mirazai, susipyng su agresyviomis moter ir
gyvuny ﬁgaromis ar tik Ju uzuominomts.

Menininkg ;’quaia 2000-yjy Eom}oiuterinm saidimy skaitmeniné estetika. Atrodo, jog jis pats
_pasiverté vienu is avatary. Kaip ir dera herojams, Valentukonis turi }aasvauﬁimq: saugoti tajoyﬁos
mecf?q nuo i§ny£imo ir piﬁtos aEieSﬁasitef damas visas ijmanomas gynyﬁines _priemones. gaf
todé Sioje serijoje fis sqmonizgai ne i}w[o, ne}mose[éja siuzeto, nerezisuoja personazi buties.

Visas amato gaﬁ’as menininkas nukreipia { ta})yﬁos technikos tobulinimg: tradicine raiskg susieja
su skaitmeniskumu (videozaidimais, cgiﬁtim'o intelekto jrankiais, kitomis skaitmeninémis
mam’}m[iacijomis). T aip }oarocfoje atsivanda kuriniai - akriliniai spauc[ai ant drobés, kuriuos
Jjungia a[ig’iné ta}ayﬁa bei isipurﬁsvti akrilo E@Este[éjimai. 18 pazinros atsitikting Svytéjimg erafvéje
Joa]ai[c[o trimaciai oﬁjeﬁtai, atkeliave is neramiy minciy ir atspausti roboto.

Vésos ir elementy gotiﬁa. Baimé s(e}n’asi uz J’uoaﬁ) ekrano, zvvifgsnis nuﬁry}asta i isore. Viaf;je
knibzda laidai, matyti juoafos ﬁcg’os, aureolés, griau&iai, 0 sparnuotuose gyw’uose atsis’pin i
efemen’svka reafyﬁé ir svetimos vaizduotés. Dabartis dar niekada nebuvo tokia tmjoi.

Mantas Valentukonis (g 1998 m.) - menininkas, 2023 m. Eaigé ta})yﬁos bakalauro stuc[ijas
Vilniaus dailés aéad'emijos Kauno faﬁuftete. o kuriniai eksponuoti grupinése parocfose, tarp
kuriy - Tt arpinés g[iaumos“ KKKC Klai écfoje, Lietuvos dgifininﬁu sqjungos organizuojama
kvadrienalé |, LT Q'23: Bendruomenés“ gagmjoje JArka“ Vifniuje; ,,Clnteq’eras Eaip peizaéas“
Nidos meno Eofomjoje; L Avis“ ga[émjcje The Rooster“ Vi(nitg’e; ,,Canrs. Srovés“ ga[emjoje

S Drifts“ Vi[nitg’e; X7V jauncjo ta]oytojo Jon’zo }Jaroafa Vilniaus }Javeiﬁsfu ga(emjoje; SPavirsiaus
buikle“ KKKC CK(aE’pécﬁ) e; ,Kita energija“ (Eumton’us Andrius Zaﬁamusﬁas) .‘Energetiﬁos ir
technikos muziejtg’e W[ﬁliuje; ,,G(ontmrgumenms A% (Eumtom’ai Vita Ojoofsﬁyté-CBrazc[iianiené ir
Kazimieras CBrazc[iiﬂnas) ga(émjcy’e ,Meno }mrﬁas“ Kaune.

Parodos anotacijos autoré Wﬁtom’ja Mistautaité

gmfikos dizaineris Mantas Valentukonis

Redaktorés Dangé Vitkiené, Gemma Lfoyc[

Vertéjas Paulius Bafcvytis

ga&m’jos programaq ﬁnansuoja Vilniaus miesto savivafafyﬁé.
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7 do not know you. Next to my Eocfy, Wﬁisyem’ng annoyances are a}a}oearing, squirming, until
tﬁey cannot take my carelessness an [onger and ex})foaﬁa. The enlightenment does not come,
but }Jerﬁcgos the eyes, so fuff of fear, %/ave just cyaenecf wide? 1 would (ike to touch you, but the
sﬁa}aes and }ofotﬁ’nes of these random tﬁougﬁts, ex_pem’ences, and images do not éyet exist in the
present. You swallow my tﬁougﬂts, cﬁewing on the hardened image genemteaf Y

me[cmcﬁofy, nosm@ia, }Jain, and injustice. In the summary of syntﬁetic souls, a new
rfiscovery is grasyeaf - a 21st-century monocle, an anaesthetic oytica[ lens that accom})anies
me on my way towards you tﬁroug the blackouts of senseless tecﬁno[ogy and a senseless
consciousness. Contact is about to take }a[ace, let me introduce myseﬁ".

The qn’ hanies of Mantas Valentukonis, a pﬁifosopﬁer cf the brushstroke, take place
somewé:re between the um’que(y brutal vista (f Kaunas’ Silainiai residential d{;trict and the
database of some form (f ar:{iﬁcia[ intef[igence bein fecf artefacts from the artist’s ﬁfe.
Between screen romance and the monotonous rﬁyt m of Euifcfings, the sofr, Jo(astic smface of
the ainting emerges, along with ﬁazy horizons and riddles of contemporary iconogm})ﬁy.
Lid: a virus, the fragile glgw present in the works stea(tﬁi[y attacks our attention over time. It
is imyossiﬁlé to understand whether tﬁey are }m[fing you into the fie[cﬁs of M.K. Ciurlionis-
style Jaaintings or the fone(y aﬁyss of coldness, em}otiness and sefﬁafezstruction. The mermaid,
the seashell, the Euming angef, the birds, the thorns, the recuwing }oixefatecf memories - these
are inte@aretive mirages intertwined with aggressive ﬁgures qf women and animals, or
}oerﬁa})s just hints oﬂﬁem.

The artist is insyirecf Ey the c[igita( aesthetics of computer games from the 2000s. 1t would
appear he has tmnsformec[ into an avatar ﬁimse[f. ‘.Fitting y for a hero, Valentukonis is on a
quest: to [protect the medium of }aainm’ng rom extinction and the evil e{'ye, usizg every

}oossiﬁfe ine of defence. ’Mayﬁe that is why, in this series, he deliberately avoids constmcting

or peﬁ"ecting a plot, or cfirecting the existence of his characters in any way,. Instead, the artist
focuses the powers (f his cnﬁ towards e1fecting his }Jaintin technigue, comﬁining
tm(ﬁtionaf}z»c})ression with the cﬁgimﬁz\/ic{eo games, A1l toog and other digital

mam’}ou[ations). This is how the works featureaf in the exhibition come to ge - acryﬁ’c prints

on canvas, tied togetﬁer tﬁrougﬁ oil }Jainm’ng and bursts of acry(ic syraﬂ paint Random at ﬁ’rst
gfcmce, the gfow within the sEpace is comp[ementecf Ey three-dimensiona oﬁjects born out of

T estfess tﬁougﬁts tﬁat ﬁave een ’P‘Y”L’Ylfed- out 6y ar 0601'.

Cﬁi[fy elemental gotﬁic. Fear [urks behind the black screen; the gaze turns outwards. Inside,
are twisted wires. One can catch a fimpse of black fegs, halos, and skeletons, while Winge(f
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creatures reﬂéct an eyﬁemem( reality and alien imaginations. The present has never been so
ﬂagi[e.

Mantas Valentukonis (b. 19098 m.) graduated from the Kaunas Tacu(ty of the Vilnius
ﬂcaaﬁzmy qf Arts in 2023. His worg has been exhibited in group exhibitions, incfwfing the
Lithuanian Artists’ Association Quadrennial LTQ’23: Communities at Arka gaffery, Vilnius;
Interior as Lamfsca}ae at Nida Art Cofony; The Lamb at The Rooster ga[[ery, Vilnius; CDmfrs.
Srovés at QDmﬁs ga((ery, Vilnius; The 14th Young Painter’s Prize at Vilnius Picture ga(fery;
The State of the Smface at KKKC, Cl([aijoécfa; Other Energy (curated Ey Andrius Zakarauskas)
at the iEnergy and Técﬁnofog Museum, Vilnius; and Countemrgument vV (cumteaf Ey Vita
Opo(sﬁyté-%mchzvianiené and Kazimieras Brazdzitinas) at Meno Parkas gaffery, Kaunas.

Exhibition text: ViEtom’ja ‘Mistautaité

(jmyﬁic cfesign: Mantas Valentukonis

Text ec[iting and translation: ‘Dangé Vitkiené, Paulius fBa[éytis, Gemma L[oycf
The ga[fery‘s programme is ﬁnanced Ey Vilnius City ‘Munici}m(ity.




1. Seashell (Mermaid ), 2024
Akrilo antspaudas, aliejiniai dazai, tusas, drobé / Acrylic transfer, ink, oil on canvas
180 X 100 cm

2. The Fiery Angel, 2024
?lfiejiniai dazai, tusas, drobé /Ink, oil on canvas
150 X 100 cm

3. Half Blood Princess Variation # 1,2024
Akrilo antsyauc[as, afiq]’iniai dazai, tusas, drobé / ‘Acry[ic tmnsﬁer, ink, oil on canvas
30X 24 cm

4. Nest (empty), 2024
PLA 3D spauda / Pla print
40 X 30 X'17 cm

5. Swarm - Inhale / ‘Exhale 2024

Akrilo antspaucfas, a(iejiniai dazai, tusas, drobé, video Jarqjeﬁcija / ?lcryﬁ’c tmnsfer, ink,
oil on canvas, video projection

150 X 100 cm

6. Deja vu (Reversed ) 2024
ﬂfiejiniai dazai, akrilas, tusas, drobé / ﬂcry[ic, ink, oil on canvas
180 x 160 cm



